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District Governor 105N
Dear Fellow Lions, Lionesses and partners

I hope that you are all keeping very well during these very difficult times, as I
write my contribution for the Newsletter each month I live in hope that the
situation with regards to the Covid 19 Pandemic and what we are able to do
as Lions will improve but unfortunately that is currently not the situation. As I
have said before and I will stress again this month even if we are not allowed
or able to perform our Fund raising and Service activities and meet up with
each other Socially please do keep in touch with one another.
I have received during mid-October 123 long service Chevrons to present with the instructions that I
am to present these at appropriate District and Club Celebration events. However with the current
Covid restrictions this will not be possible and I have therefore made the decision to post out these
awards with an accompanying letter from myself and our International President Choi to member’s
home addresses. The awards that were due from the beginning of July to the end of October
should by now be with members and the remaining Chevrons I will be posting out to
members during the relevant anniversary month. These awards are presented firstly when a
member has completed 10 years of service and then when they have completed each multiple of 5
years’ service i.e. at 10 years, 15 years, 20 years etc. etc. Congratulations to all those receiving
chevron awards and thank you for the service you have provided and continue to provide.
I am very much aware that at this time it is very difficult to carry out service as Lions Club Members
however we are not actually recording the services we do carry out. To date during this Lionistic
year only 11 of our 79 Lions Clubs have recorded that they have carried out any service which is
rather disappointing which means 68 Clubs have not recorded any service activities especially as
in other Districts up to 50% of clubs have recorded that they have carried our service in their local
communities. I therefore request that the designated member in each club for the recording of
service gives this matter some serious attention during the coming month and bring our recorded
service up to at least 50%.
The last Saturday of October was the second quarterly meeting of this year’s Council of Governors
and among the items discussed and agreed were that the remaining Council meetings for the rest
of this Lionistic year will be on line and this year’s Multiple District Convention will be an on line
event only. A decision has yet to be made whether the International Convention due to be held in
Montreal at the end of June will be a hybrid event (both Face to Face and on line) or an on line
Convention only. There will be no Youth Camp or Youth Exchanges in 2021 and the
Young Ambassador Competition will be on line only next February.
The District Governor’s partners Appeal this year is for the Lions Brain Tumour Research Appeal
which I am sure you are aware of following my wife Christine’s appeal to you last July. I am aware
finances are tight at the moment for many clubs but can all clubs please give consideration to
making a donation to the £1,000,000 5 year appeal however small sending your cheques
to David Wells our District Treasurer made out to District 1O5N endorsed on the back
Brain Tumour Appeal. Thank you.
Finally, please all do take care and if you need any assistance you only have to ask and we will
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find that help for you.

Remember “We Serve because We Care”
Lion David Wilson
District Governor 105N

District Governor’s Diary for September 2020
01 Nov 2020 District 105N on-line Cabinet meeting 19 Nov 2020 Filey Lions Club on-line training
15 Nov 2020 Council of Governor’s on-line meeting 17 Sept 2020 District Governor’s Team on-line meeting

Vice District Governor 105N
Fellow Lions, Lionesses, Leos and Partners
I hope that everybody is still smiling despite the various levels of lockdown we find ourselves
facing.
At this time of year we would be looking forward to bonfires, Charter Dinners and planning for
the Christmas activities. All I am able to suggest at the moment is to do the best we are able to.
That will be difficult with lockdown, self-isolation but if we are able to get out there
with a message informing those we serve that we are still there then it will go a long way forward to ensuring that
we are not completely forgotten.
We are starting to lose members from the District. If we are losing members so fast that Clubs are disappearing how
are we able to serve those less fortunate than ourselves. Yes, I know it is hard but I always remember
one of the reasons why I joined and if I left who would then take the baton on. No I am not indispensable but I
would like to think that myself and everyone of you makes things move a little easier when we are around.
The other issue that is looming is the lack of future leaders. Please would you all consider running for Vice District
Governor? It is not an onerous job. If you would like more information about becoming a DG please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Until next time please ensure that you all are staying safe in whatever you do.
PDG Lion Nigel Ware
1st Vice District Governor.

The Face behind the Name
Trevor Kell - District CNRO
Married to Angela, I joined Lions Clubs International in August 1990 when I was invited to join
Garforth and District Lions Club. I have been proud to serve the Club as President
twice, Secretary more times than anyone cares to remember (it was a job I could do in
between shifts as a Traffic Cop) and among other roles, Membership Chairman and Tail Twister.
I never had any ambition to be anything other than a ‘Club’ Lion. As I became President for
the second time in 2013, my Club honored me with a Melvin Jones Fellowship…Possibly the first time I was truly
lost for words in Lions.
I was introduced to the rarefied atmosphere of Cabinet when, following my first year as Club President, I was asked to
become Zone Chairman. It was educational to see the inner workings of this hallowed institution… I call
it an institution because it appeared that there were some of its members who ought to be in an institution (no
names!) Who ever knew that there were so many PDG’s still working hard within the organization? Apart from the ZC’s
everyone seemed to be a PDG!
A few years later an incoming DG wanted some young blood on his cabinet and asked if I would become
District Secretary. (I was young - and anyway, how hard could it be?) I served in that position for two years. Three
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Years later I was called back to serve the remainder of my 8-year sentence as DS. (If only I had behaved myself!) It
was discovered that I could read as well as write, and so I was given an additional job as CNRO.
Meanwhile, having assisted in arranging a couple of Conventions, I was ‘talent spotted’ by a PID who talked me into
assisting to organize Europa Forum in 2014 at Birmingham. (Obviously, they were desperate) The atmosphere had
suddenly become even more rarefied! That year I was also awarded an International Presidents Leadership Medal to
go with my collection of DG’s certificates of appreciation (or possibly certificates for sarcasm) …another instance of
word loss!
I was cornered by the Chair of Council of the day who strongly suggested I apply for the MD CNRO position (in my
defence, I had been drinking) a post to which I was appointed and currently hold alongside my District role.

MD105- Suggested General Guidelines for Santa Sleigh Events under Covid Safe Conditions
1.

1. All Clubs are autonomous and are responsible for taking decisions on how they operate and their compliance
with national and local regulations, and there are some overriding Covid restrictions and regulations which Clubs
should read on the national and local government websites and which should be observed.

2.

However, Santa’s Sleigh provides both a major fundraising activity for most Lions Clubs and is a very much
enjoyed seasonal family activity for the communities which we serve. This note is not a definitive or compulsory
document, but it has been produced in response to the many requests for guidance from Clubs on this matter.
The suggestions made are for each Club to consider and adopt as they consider appropriate, with Clubs being
mindful of the legal penalties which can apply to individuals and Clubs should the legislation on gatherings be
breached.

3.

3 .Please take these notes in the spirit in which they are offered, as no exemption has been secured for Lions
fundraising events and activities from the overriding governmental regulations on the number of
persons gathering. The general maximum is 6 persons gathering for any purpose indoors and outside ( but
with a higher number permitted outside in Wales ), and with no contact or interaction permitted between
different groups of 6 outdoors. On that basis, whether inside or outside, a maximum of 6 persons can be
with Santa’s Sleigh at any one time- including Santa! The suggestions below are therefore advising a cautious
approach, but hopefully will enable Clubs to share their Santa Sleigh with
local families in this very
Rachel
difficult year.

4.

Social distancing regulations should always be observed, which means that no member of the public or Lion
should come within 2 metres of another person (or 1 meter plus in England if 2 metres is not possible)
– including Santa!- and that the wearing of masks is complied with where appropriate and required and regular
sanitizing protocols should be undertaken. Contact details of all Lions and helpers must be recorded in advance
and retained for Track and Trace purposes.

5.

5. If small gifts of sweets are given to children visiting the sleigh these should be offered as sealed packets on a
socially distanced basis without close contact.

6.

There are typically 2 scenarios for Santa Sleighs - either A) a static float and collection typically at
a supermarket or garden centre with Lions holding collecting buckets , or B) a mobile float with a
vehicle towing the Santa Sleigh on a trailer around an advertised route and Lions or helpers collecting funds
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from the public into collecting buckets during that route.

7.

For Static Sleighs, the relevant permissions from the owners, local authority licences if applicable, and Risk
Assessment for Insurance purposes should be obtained. Social Distancing should be enforced and Lions and
helpers , including Santa, should not have close contact with the public, including not having children placed on
Santa’s sleigh for photographs or to whisper the contents of their Santa Letter! The maximum of 6 persons
gathering should be applied, with Santa and the Lion ‘elves’ counting towards that figure. The costumes worn
by Santa and Lion helpers should not be passed from person to person without being washed and sanitized
between wearers, and the sleigh should be sanitised at least every hour. Ideally donations should
be accepted by card reader which is the responsibility of a single designated Lion for each session, ( and fully
sanitized between each donation by each user) but cash donations should be collected in closed buckets
placed at least 2 metres from the Lion responsible for each bucket.

8.

The Charities Commission and Fundraising Regulator require cash donation receptacles to be sealed and
opened and counted under specified conditions, so the sealed collection buckets should be collected at the end
of each session and isolated and secured for counting. The World Health organization acknowledges that
there is a chance of transmission of Covid virus from bank notes and coinage, so it is recommended that each
separately isolated collection bucket should be labelled with a time and date and then quarantined in a secure
place for 72 hours before being opened and counted. Cash, once counted, should be bagged and deposited
with the bank in full accordance with the banks’ Covid protocols for accepting deposits of coinage and bank
notes.

9.

For Mobile Santa Sleigh floats Clubs should ensure that they do not exceed the 6 person maximum gathering
rule- including Santa and the driver- so only 4 accompanying elves would be allowed! Again, care
must be taken that no one gets within the permitted 2 metres ( or 1 metre plus) distance of Santa- including
children,- and that the Lion ‘elves’ do not come within that distance of any member of the public.
The collectors should accept donations – suitably sanitised and distanced- on card readers, or in
buckets secured to 2 metre poles. ( I know that some Clubs want to use fishing nets on 2 metre poles
to collect cash and then tip that cash into buckets, which seems a good idea, but the problem then arises of
the Charities Commission requirement for donations to be placed in sealed containers by the member of the
public making the donation.)

10.

The same protocols as at paragraph 8 above should be followed for the storage and quarantine of the money
collected, and the same precautions should be taken as described at paragraph 7 above in respect
of the costumes worn by Santa and the team and for regular sanitizing.

11.

The additional issue to address for both a Static and a Mobile Santa is that Clubs must ensure that
no gathering of more than 6 persons occurs at any time, and that there is no interaction between separate
groups of the public who approach the sleigh.

I hope that these notes are useful- and that everyone can find a safe and legal way to bring Santa on his Lions Sleigh
to the many children who will be eagerly waiting for him!
DO Lion Brian Ross MJF
District 105N Webmaster

MedicAlert Foundation
A Lions project introduced to the UK from Canada in 1964
by Lion Denis Gilchrist

The Lions Early Start Programme (ESP) was established in 2013 with the intention of ensuring that all children who
needed medical identification protection could receive MedicAlert membership sponsored by Lions Clubs across the
UK.
Membership provides each child with a personal online record that securely stores their information, including comprehensive medical
history, directives or precautions to ensure fast and accurate first care decisions in an emergency. This full record is
only a phone call away via the 24/7 emergency phone line.
Continues
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£300 provides membership from birth for ten years, ensuring that if the child is taken ill or involved in accident and the
parent/guardian is unable to speak for them, MedicAlert can. Clubs can name a specific child for the donation. If not,
MedicAlert will identify a suitable child on application for the Lions supported programme, the ESP
Joshua lives with a severe nut allergy as well as asthma. After a scary reaction that left him struggling to breathe, his
parents turned to MedicAlert to provide reassurance “MedicAlert provides peace of mind when I’m not with my son. It
is potentially lifesaving to have his medical needs on him.”
Maya has type 1 diabetes, coeliac disease and a peanut allergy. As she was too young to explain her
medical conditions, her parents worried whenever they were not together. “The MedicAlert bracelet that she wears
reassures us that she will have a voice.”
The Lions and MedicAlert joint aim is to always be able to award places on the Lions Early Start Programme at no cost
to those children in need whose families may be experiencing financial difficulties. You can help by raising vital funds
to support the scheme.
Since the launch of the Early Start Programme in 2013, Lions Clubs across the UK have raised funds to
provide vulnerable children with free MedicAlert membership until their 10 th birthday, along with a piece of medical
ID jewellery. This gave the child, and their families, the peace of mind and confidence they require to live fuller lives
and enjoy their childhood. Applications to the Early Start Programme have increased year on year, demonstrating the
ongoing need and value of MedicAlert membership for young people
The maps below are divided into UK geographical districts (not Lions districts) and show the growth of the Lions
backed programme from January 2018 – August 2020.
Central Office refers to donations received from the MD treasurer’s account where no specific club was identified.
This demonstrates the need for both district treasurers and MD to ensure that the names of
clubs donating to this valuable service project are passed on to MedicAlert for recognition. MedicAlert will always
reply to clubs with an email thanking them and providing an indication as to how many children in their
geographic area are currently being supported.

In Partnership with MedicAlert
To celebrate 55 years of MedicAlert/Lions Clubs partnership, MedicAlert have offered to match every two children
funded by Lions clubs with one more child from their central charity funds. This joint funding started in July 2019 and
will run until the end of December 2020.
Continued overleaf
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To support this Lions GST / MedicAlert project, you can send your donation to your district treasurer or direct to The
MedicAlert Foundation, Suite 1, Liscombe South, Liscombe Park, Soulbury, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 0JL
For more information regarding the Lions ESP please contact me at:
johnsuth2016@gmail.com.
PDG Lion John Sutherland JP. MJF.
Easingwold District LC
MDO MedicAlert
GST District N

Minster Lions Club of York

check of the bookshop premises before the reopening
and also to Mac International Foodservice Limited of
Kellaw Road Darlington and to Asda and Morrison's of
Darlington for their extreme generosity in donating a
huge supply of face shields, face masks and disposable
gloves, also hand sanitizers etc. for the safety of the
bookshop customers and volunteers.

Due to the Pandemic Carecent York have had to halt
the provision of a cooked breakfast for the homeless,
unemployed or otherwise socially excluded members
of our community. Instead they have been providing a
packed lunch which has provided a lifeline to
many people.
Minster Lions of York heard about this and offered their
help and are providing whatever food Carecent require
on a weekly basis.

Darlington Lion Pat De Martino receiving the donation of
PPE equipment from Louise Gibson Community
Champion of Asda Darlington.
Darlington Lions Club has raised hundreds of thousands
of pounds over the last fifty to sixty years for local
charities with the main 2020 club project being PSA
awareness tests for prostate health screening detecting
the early signs of prostate disease.

Pictured above delivering the food are Rob James, Club
President, Marilyn Bennett, Club Secretary along with
one of the Carecent volunteers and Mal the Lion, (Alias
Lion Ian Pybus MJF)
Lion Robert James

Home testing kits are now available to order.

President, Minster Lions Club of York

For more information please visit our local club website
darlingtonlionsclub.co.uk or if you prefer please contact
the Darlington Lions Club president Neil Anderson
01325 401113.

Darlington Lions Club
Darlington Lions Club has this week reopened
their charity bookshop in Blackwellgate Darlington. The
shop has been closed since March due to the pandemic.
To begin with the shop will be open on Fridays
and Saturdays only from10am to 4pm.

Lion Hillary Roberts
Darlington Lions Club

During the lockdown the bookshop has been repainted &
restocked with thousands of donated books from local
families all at 50 pence each and with children’s books at
just 20 pence each.

Boroughbridge 98 Lions Club
Back in September the practice manager at Church Lane
Surgery approached Boroughbridge 98 Lions to ask for
our help while they were running the ‘flu clinics.

Lion Robert Hillary chair of the bookshop committee
said special thanks must go out to the Darlington
Department of Public Health for their advice and safety

They were introducing a new system this year because
of COVID and their main concerns centered around

Continued in next column
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Membership

congestion in the car park and also social distancing
while the patients were queuing. So throughout October
we have been helping with controlling the traffic flow
in and out of the car park and directing the patients to
where they needed to go. Staff and patients alike agreed
that it all ran very smoothly and the Practice Manager
was extremely grateful for our help.

We welcome the following members into District 105N and into
Lions Clubs International
Lion Sarah Bryne
Lion John Neal

Tickhill & District Lions Club
Tickhill & District Lions Club
Transferred

PDG Lion Peter Weatherill

From Withernsea to Hornsea
District Lions Club

Lion Marilyn Bennett
District 105N MLCI Co-ordinator

District Almoner
Lions Who Have Passed on to Higher Service
Lion Jack White
Lion Kristian Walton
Li

Alnwick Lions Club
Tickhill & District Lions Club

Our thoughts are with their wives and families at this sad
time.

Lion Sue Johnson, with Wendy Dawson, Practice
Manager at Church Lane Surgery, Boroughbridge.

DG Lion David Wilson
District 105N Almoner

Lion Sue Johnson
Boroughbridge 98 Lions Club

Keighley Lions Club.
Holderness Lions Club

Still very little to report, everything at a virtual standstill.

Holderness Lions were delighted when our DG Lion
Dave Wilson agreed to attend our October meeting in
order to perform a task which should have been done at
our Charter in March.

Just a couple of snippets....our Secretary is now Lion
Harry Ambler as Lion Allan Clark is now Zone Chairman
and has stepped down as secretary to concentrate on
his new role. We thank him for his work, and wish him
well as he moves on.

Melvin Jones Fellowships were presented to Lions
Lorraine Manley , who has been in charge of our
fundraising, and Lion Ann Keelty, who has been
our treasurer .Both Lions have worked tirelessly over
their time in Lions and are always there when needed.

As a number of our members are not online, information
cannot be passed on at zoom meetings, so we are
using the postal service to keep in touch until they can
meet or be visited again.
Hopefully there will be some collection opportunities
around Christmas, present restrictions are making it
difficult...but we persevere!
The local Remembrance Day parade has also been
cancelled, an the civic service is restricted in
numbers…but the club will be laying our wreath at the
memorial to mark the event.
Difficult as the festival season could be...we are looking
forwards to announcing some tremendous news...but
that must wait awhile!
Secretaries details are as follows:
(M): 07734 509257
E-mail: cox.will03@googlemail.com
Lion Harry Ambler.

Sorry they had to wait so long before receiving their
awards but all good things come to those who wait Our
thanks to the D G for taking the time to make this
presentation.

Secretary, Keighley Lions Club
marketing & communications. Officer

PDG Lion Eileen Smith.
President Holderness Lions CIO
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Pontefract Lionesses Virtual Lantern Parade 2020

Wakefield District may have been in Tier 2 lockdown but that did not stop the Pontefract Lioness Club from hosting
their Lantern Festival as a Virtual event this year. Club members made 500 kits and 150 ready made
lanterns for people in the community and these were well received.
Members of the public really got behind the event and decorated their own gardens and living rooms,
some even setting up a fire pit and having a BBQ in the back garden.
Club members did a socially distanced facebook live event to officially start the Virtual Festival and comments were
received from many of our regular attendees together with some people joining us for the first time. Lioness Helen and
her family had their own little parade from home to an area of green where we were doing our Facebook live event
which was a great surprise. We were even joined by members of Dursley Lioness Club who hosted their own little
event complete with Harry Potter Sorting Hat lantern.

Thank you to all our members who helped keep our "little" festival alive during these difficult times and a special thank
you to everyone who took part and lit up a little bit of England. It certainly made us smile.
Next year is our 10th Anniversary and we hope to be able to celebrate in style in our usual way.

Lioness Karen Heywood
President Pontefract Lioness Club
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The Story of Remembrance Day

On November 7th, 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentified British bodies were exhumed from temporary battlefield
cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, the Asine and the Somme. None of the soldiers who did the digging were told why.
The bodies were taken by field ambulance to GHQ at St-Pol-Sur-Ter Noise. Once there, the bodies were draped with
the union flag. Sentries were posted and Brigadier-General Wyatt and a Colonel Gell selected one body at random.
The other three were reburied.
A French Honour Guard was selected and stood by the coffin of the chosen soldier overnight.
On the morning of the 8th November, a specially designed coffin made of oak from the grounds of Hampton
Court arrived and the Unknown Warrior was placed inside. On top was placed a crusaders sword and a shield on
which was inscribed: "A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for King and Country".

On the 9th of November, the Unknown Warrior was taken by horse-drawn carriage through Guards of Honour and
the sound of tolling bells and bugle calls to the quayside. There, he was saluted by Marechal Foche and loaded onto
HMS Vernon bound for Dover. The coffin stood on the deck covered in wreaths, surrounded by the French Honour
Guard.
Upon arrival at Dover, the Unknown Warrior was met with a nineteen gun salute - something that was normally only
reserved for Field Marshals. A special train had been arranged and he was then conveyed to Victoria
Station, London. He remained there overnight, and, on the morning of the 11th of November, he was finally taken
along to Westminster Abbey.
The idea of the unknown warrior was thought of by a Padre called David Railton who had served on the
front line during the Great War and the union flag he had used as an altar cloth whilst at the front, was the one that
had been draped over the coffin.
It was his intention that all of the relatives of the 517,773 combatants whose bodies had not been identified
could believe that the Unknown Warrior could very well be their lost husband, father, brother or son…
THIS is the reason we wear poppies.
We do not glorify war. We remember - with humility - the great and the ultimate sacrifices that were made, not just in
this war, but in every war and conflict where our service personnel have fought - to ensure the liberty and freedoms
that we now take for granted.
Every year, on the 11th of November, we remember the Unknown Warrior.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them

In order to publish the December edition on time please ensure your articles are with me no later than

Lion George W Morgan
District Newsletter Editor
gmorgan343@btinternet.com
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