Lions Clubs International

District Governor 105N

WE SERVE

56 Scarborough Road, Filey, North Yorkshire, YO14 9NH
Tel: 01723 514529 e-mail: davidwilson51@hotmail.co.uk (M) 07969 688379

Issue 7

January 2021
District Governor 105N
Dear Fellow Lions, Lionesses , Leos and partners

Christine and I would like to wish a Happy New Year to all members,
their partners, our supporters, families and friends.
This is the last edition of our District Newsletter before the New Year; there is
no denying that this year and particularly the Christmas period has
been challenging – in many different ways – for all our members and their
families in our District.
Covid 19 has changed our lives, probably for ever. It’s quite likely that you will all know someone
who has been affected by the virus itself. It has certainly had a significant impact on our
organisation, but our members have responded very well to the challenges it has brought.
I would like to say ‘a big thank you’ for everything you’ve done for our District and the Communities
that you serve. If you have lost a loved one, I would like to extend our sincere sympathies to you.
There is very good news with a vaccine now being rolled out across the country. While it will take
many months before everyone has received the vaccine, it should help us slowly return to the world
we knew before 2020.
It is very important that the wonderful service that we are carrying out is recorded on My LCI It
would appear that some of us are clicking on the save icon when inputting activities into the MY LCI
page. If so our service will not be recorded. Please can you ensure that you click on the Report
icon? You can retrieve past saved items and then click Report. If you need any help or advice
please contact Lion John Sutherland, our Service Lead.
Many Lions Clubs have over the last few months had to contact Becky Hall, our Multiple District
Insurance Adviser. I am afraid to say that Lion Becky has over these last few months
been the subject of numerous complaints, been yelled at and received numerous stroppy emails
from members.. Lion Becky is our Insurance Adviser and does exactly that, she advises. It
is not her role to agree exemptions for Lions Clubs, no matter how much they might want
them: she has to conform to insurance policy stipulations and additionally, this year, to
guidance around coronavirus restrictions. For those that may not be aware, Lion Becky
provides an excellent voluntary service to Clubs and is not a paid employee of either
MD105 or the insurance companies that underwrite our policies. Please can we treat her with
the respect she deserves when Clubs need to contact her? Thank you.
I have been very pleased over the last month to attend Alnwick Lions Club on line meeting, visit
Minster Lions Club Christmas Float at the Vanguard centre and attend Allendale Lions Club on line
Carol Concert. If any Zone Chairperson or Club President would like me to attend one of
their forthcoming on line meetings just let me know and I will try my very best to join you and if I
can’t I will ask one of our two Vice District Governors to attend. I fear that this is going to be the
only way to meet you during this Pandemic Lionistic Year.
Saturday 6th February, in the morning, is our District Convention which for the 1st time will be on
line, full details will be sent out during this coming month by our District Secretary and
Continued overleaf
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CNRO and in the February Edition of our Newsletter Please make a date in your diary now to join us for
this very important meeting.
Take great care.
Please Remember “We Serve because We Care” especially during these very difficult times.
Lion David Wilson
District Governor 105N

District Governor’s Diary for January 2021
13 Jan 2021 Thirsk & Northallerton Lions Club on-line Meeting
21 Jan 2021 Filey Lions Club on-line meeting

39 Jan 2021 Council of Governor’s on-line meeting

Vice District Governor 105N
Fellow Lions, Lionesses, Leos and Partners
I hope you have safely negotiated Christmas and New Year.
With no end in sight as to when we are allowed to operate as before we need to ponder on our
future. I am sure that you are all concerned with how best we are able to serve our communities
especially as most of our traditional fund raisers are in doubt. Without the brass coming in we
will not be able to give any out.
There are a few Clubs that have set up Giving Pages on social media and this is working. A few Clubs are obtaining
sponsorship from local companies and firms. If you have a successful way that you utilise to raise money would you
like to share it with the rest of the District please? I am sure there are some Clubs that would like the information.
The District is there to aid in the passing of information backwards and forwards between individual
Clubs and beyond. Not every Club has an expert in Diabetes, Data Protection, Youth or any other subject
that arises. This is where a specialist District Officer is invaluable and needed. If you feel that you have the
knowledge please would you consider serving on the District to help all of our Clubs within 105N.
If any of you would like further information on working at a District level please do not hesitate to call me
for a discussion.
PDG Lion Nigel Ware
1st Vice District Governor.105N

The Face behind the Name
Mike Rogers District E-mail Co-ordinator
Mike joined Lions Clubs International in 1994 when he became a member of Consett Lions Club.
He has served the Club in several capacities including President [three times], Service Chair, LCIF
Officer and Membership Chair.
Invited to join the District105NE Cabinet in 2000-2001, Mike served as Zone Chair followed by
spells as Region Chair, CN&R Officer [2005-11], E-mail Co-ordinator [2009 -19] and Sergeant at
Arms [2011-19] in addition to several years as CRB and DBS counter-signatory. He was appointed
to the posts of E-mail Co-ordinator and Sergeant at Arms when the new District 105N was created.
The size of District 105N has more than doubled the amount of correspondence which is handled by the
District E-mail co-ordinator. More than ever before Mike is grateful to Club Officers for supplying him directly with
members’ correct e -mail addresses. By so doing he is able to maintain accurate lists of contacts thereby
ensuring that forwarded e-mails reach intended recipients. His plea to recipients of his circulated e-mails is, ‘Don’t
shoot the messenger!’
Continued overleaf
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During ‘normal’ summers Mike’s wife Ann is a ‘grass’ widow given Mike’s passion for the game of cricket. No longer a
player himself, Mike is [in normal times] often to be found giving commentaries to visually impaired members and
guests at Durham CCC.
Dumfries Lions Club Awards MJF’s to Four Long Serving Members

Lion Jim McCormack MJF

Lion John MacColl MJF

Lion Jim Nelson MJF

Lion Stuart Armstrong MJF

At a Zoom meeting on Nov 9, Dumfries Lions Club was proud to announce MJF awards to four Lions who
have individually made remarkable contributions to our Club.
Jim McCormack MJF, a caring Lion highly regarded by his peers at both District and Club level has been a member
of Dumfries Lions Club for nearly 32 years. During that time he was president 3 times and won the Club’s Lion of the
year award twice. The first time in 2001/2002 was for work as the Club’s Community Service officer and
he is still doing that job now. The second time he was awarded Lion of the year, was in 2016 for organising
the International Youth Camp held in Dumfries. During his time with the Club he has worked tirelessly on the
advancement of citizenship by supporting our youth. At club level he and his wife Ann have hosted international
youths practically every year at their home in Dumfries. At district level he is District Youth Exchange officer with
responsibility for youth exchange. For over 20 years he has successfully organised the annual Curling Tournament
which has been an exceptionally useful earner for the club funds.
John MacColl MJF, a member since 1986, has been President on three separate occasions and he was Lion of the
year twice. As a local man he is well known in the community and has been a tower of strength to the club as publicity
officer. He is also our long term fundraising officer and under his leadership the successful annual Christmas tree sale
has become the Club’s biggest earner. At District level he has been Zone Chairman for a number of years in
both District 105NE and 105N. His leadership efforts have been greatly appreciated by Club members
and by his District colleagues.
Jim Nelson MJF has been a member for 11 years and his influence on the club has been exceptional. He was Lion of
the year in 2011 and president for 2 consecutive years in 2016 and 2017. During this time he steered the Club through
a difficult patch when we lost several members. He also organised and oversaw a change to our meeting venue. He
co-organised the 2016 International Youth Camp held in Dumfries, a successful event which hosted over 40 internaRachelcharter lunches.
tional youths for about 10 days. He has also organised many social events including annual
Stuart Armstrong MJF has been a member of Dumfries Lions Club since 1986. He has been President 4 times and
Lion of the Year twice and he has also held positions on the District cabinet and his input has been much appreciated
at district level. During his service with the Club his contribution and leadership have been greatly appreciated by his
fellow members. He was responsible for co-organising the International Youth camp in 1999. He also organised the
two District 105NE Conventions held in Dumfries in 2006 and 2014.During his Presidential year of
2018/2019 he initiated and successfully implemented charitable status with OSCR and oversaw the implementation
of GDPR. He is also the long serving treasurer of the Club.
Lion Bill Walker
Dumfries Lions Club
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Alnwick Lions Club

Helping to tackle loneliness and isolation in rural
Northumberland
During Christmas of 2017 Alnwick Lions joined together
with a group of volunteers to start Glendale Community
Christmas Day providing entertainment and a meal on
Christmas Day for those who would have otherwise , not
out of choice, been by themselves. Realising that
isolation and loneliness happens all the time, not just at
Christmas, the group changed its name to Glendale
Connect and began helping people throughout the year,
while still providing entertainment and meals on
Christmas Day. Last Christmas Glendale connect
provided over 70 meals on Christmas Day.

Projects for the new year include a setting up a digital
inclusion programme offering tablets and tuition to
introduce the benefits of IT and become familiar with
using the internet to communicate with others reducing
their feeling of isolation.

Daylight hours activities were initiated as not everyone is
happy about going out at night. An over 50s youth club
was born along with a weekly afternoon film club and
has been enthusiastically received and both have been
very well attended. This year however, due to
Covid restrictions, we have been unable to carry on
with these regular activities .We have continued to
connect with local people across Glendale via
emails, letters ,telephone calls and the circulation of a
regular newsletter to reduce loneliness .We collaborated
with a Fountain Restoration Group in Wooler to make
the Marketplace more accessible and a space to be able
to sit and chat to others, safely socially distanced, by
providing ‘friendship’ benches. Fundraising for these
projects is carried out all year round by the volunteers.

Lion Richard Hall MJF
Secretary, Alnwick Lions Club

Dalbeattie & District Lions Club
Christmas Decorated Window Competition
Dalbeattie and District Lions in conjunction with Dalbeattie Primary School
As we were unable to hold our Christmas Street Party
event for the children of Dalbeattie we looked for an
event keeping distant. The decorated window was an
ideal event, each of the four school houses where
involved. The 3 winners of 1st 2nd and 3rd from each
house received £20 £15 and £10 the school itself
received a £200 donation.

Unable to provide our usual Christmas Day meal and
entertainment, Glendale Connect has initiated partnerships
with other local organisations in the area and recruited an army
of volunteers to source goods, put together and distribute 127
hampers to those in North Northumberland who would
benefit from a bit of Christmas cheer. Once again we are
providing a talking telephone service too.

Fionnlagh & Isabella Docherty
1st Colliston House

Jasper Burns
1st Screel House

.

Recently we commissioned 10 Book Boxes from a local
woodworker. These will be filled with a variety of books
for all ages and will be strategically located throughout
rural Northumberland providing free books for those who
struggle to access the limited public transport to get to
Continued in next column
the local small library.

Katie Harper
1st Craignair House
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Ossian Ferguson
1st Dalmun House

Continues overleaf

The children decorated a front facing window at home
and Dalbeattie Lions toured the streets to photograph all
the houses and chooses the winners. All the children
made a tremendous effort and it was hard to choose
winners. A school presentation was held to pass the
prizes to the winners and a presentation of funding for
the school too. All entrants received a selection box to
take home too.

Todd, a senior citizen, who knitted 21 soft toys, all for
the benefit of under privileged children in Scarborough,
delivered by Santa and his sleigh, and distributed by The
Rainbow Centre who operate a Food Bank and Kitchen
for the under privileged and homeless.
The Club still has one more Plaque to present to
Proudfoot's Stores, for their excellent cooperation
throughout past years.

Dalbeattie Lions Club

PDG lion Alan Deacon
Scarborough Lions Club

Scarborough Lions Club
Wetherby District Lions Club

Scarborough Lions and Supermarkets
Working Together

There are few things better than receiving a Christmas
hamper, filled to the brim with favourite seasonal treats!
Thanks to the community spirit in Wetherby, a large
number of deserving families will be receiving such a gift
this Christmas.

When a Lions Club get the cooperation of local
supermarkets, a big thank you goes a long way to
cement future relationships.
In the last twenty years, Scarborough Lions have raised
in excess of £140,000, by collecting via the three main
stores throughout the years, so the presentation of an
LCIF Corporate Plaque to that store, confirms a relationship with
them through their Community Champion.

Local councillor, Dean Buckle (The Wetherby Bike
Shack), his wife Mally and members of the Old Men’s
Parliament have joined forces with Morrison’s Supermarket;
Anna and Will from ‘The Oven Door’; Wetherby District
Lions and Richard from Touchwood to fill food hampers
for 35 families.
Dean says “in these difficult times, it isn’t always about
you. We’re all part of our community supporting and
looking out for each other. We know that these hampers
will bring great delight to the most deserving in Wetherby
and we are very grateful for the support we have
received from other friends and supporters in our
community.”
Morrison’s are helping to make up the hampers. “We
work hard to engage with and support our local
community” says Morrison’s Community Champion,
Mark Hopkins “and we are very pleased to be able to
contribute to this wonderful initiative.”

Plaque being presented to Morrison's and Sainsbury's

This type of recognition also applies to members of the
public young and old, who have through their own
efforts, raised funds, or obtained toys, either direct or
via the many social media forums available.

Left to right Santa (Mark Hopkins - Morrison's), Lion
President Tim Ritson, Ian Leadley ,Old Men's' Parliament
(OMP), Louise Smith (Manning Stainton), John Trower
(OMP), Dean Buckle (Wetherby Bike Shack)

Students from Scarborough, Courtney and Joe, who
collected 318 new toys, along with a local lady, Elaine
Continued
next
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to send video clips of their efforts in a similar fashion to
the ice bucket challenge. They can do their own Nippy
Dips in the bath or by another method as long as the
water is cold. It can be done at any time. There will be a
prize for the dipper with the best fancy dress. To be
eligible for this entries need to be submitted by
10 th January.

Recognising the difficult and stressful times faced by
many families, Wetherby District Lions also stepped in
to provide extra funds supported by an extremely
generous contribution from local estate agents,
Manning Stainton. “Serving the local community is
our passion,” says Steve Riley, Manager at Manning
Stainton, “and this Christmas we will happily be focusing
on hampers as well as houses! Our company is very
involved with the local community and we are very
proud to be able to support Dean and his colleagues
with this wonderful Christmas gesture!”

Full details at www.aberdeenlionsclub.org.uk/nippydip
Lion David Richie
Aberdeen Lions Club

The delivery of the hampers will be organised by John
Trower and members of the Old Men’s Parliament who
provide company, entertainment, gossip and refreshments to
the old folk of Wetherby during ‘normal’ times on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings..

Darlington Lions Club
Despite lockdown Darlington Lions Club has this
year managed to donate over £25000 to mainly local
charities.

Thanking the Carer’s

During Christmas week the club has donated 100 food
parcels to various organisations including Family Help,
The Darlington Salvation Army, King's Centre Whessoe
Road, St. Mary's Church Cockerton and St. Andrew's
Haughton.

Wetherby District Lions are saying ‘thank you!’ to forty
(40) voluntary carers who work tirelessly to look after
relatives and friends. We had planned a meal for them,
however current restrictions prevent this. Therefore, the
Lions, with a very generous donation from Sir Robert
Ogden, have produced forty vouchers that will be
distributed to carers redeemable at The Fox & Hounds
(Walton) or The Bay Horse (Kirk Deighton). Alan Lamb,
owner of the two restaurants and the chef-patron at our
annual 'Senior Citizens Party', will be busy preparing
delicious meals to takeaway or to be delivered. The
vouchers can also be used to buy groceries from their
shops.

The Darlington Lions Club members thank Morrison's
and the Cooperative stores Darlington for their
continued help and generosity in the preparation of
these food parcels.

The annual Lions’ senior citizens party has also fallen
victim to the pandemic. This wonderful event brings
together a wide spectrum of the community to offer
excellent food and good company to around 200 senior
citizens. The meal is prepared by Wetherby Ward
Councillor (and the Chef-Patron) Cllr. Alan Lamb, ably
assisted by sous chefs Wetherby Ward Councillors Norma Harrington and Jo Maltby. Contributing to
the success of last year’s event were local member of
Parliament Alec Sherbrooke, the Lord Mayor of Leeds,
Councillor. Eileen Taylor and the Mayor of Wetherby,
Councillor. Galan Moss.

Members of Darlington Lions Club well masked
and distanced collecting food parcels from Morrison's
North Road Darlington.
The club alongside most other fundraising organisations
has been hampered extensively by Covid 19 with their
popular bookshop in Blackwellgate Darlington
unfortunately still remaining closed but their next
venture will continue in the new year with their PSA
home testing kits incentive - detecting the early signs of
prostate disease - For more information please visit our
website darlingtonlions.co.uk .

We hope that we can entertain our senior citizens with a
similar event later next year.
Lion John Wardley
Wetherby Lions Club Webmaster

Aberdeen Lions Club Virtual Nippy Dip
Aberdeen Lions Club cannot run its normal ‘Nippy Dipper’ event in the North Sea on Boxing Day this year, so
it is to go virtual instead. People are being encouraged

Lion Hillary Robert
Darlington Lions Club

Continued in next column
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Obituaries

Morpeth Lions Club

To say that 2020 has been a strange year for the Lions
Club of Morpeth would certainly be an understatement.
In common with all charities and individuals, its activities
and, therefore, income have been restricted in the
interests of keeping each other as safe as possible.

We remember those Lions,
Lionesses and their partners of District N
who have passed on to higher service
Lion Blanche Hodgson
Holderness Lions Club

Nevertheless it has been able to meet a number of local
needs with available funds and as these needs arose.
In the lead up to December, Club members have, as
usual, been particularly busy. The need to protect more
vulnerable members has resulted in fewer being directly
involved; however those who were available have
worked tirelessly. Additionally members have been able
to keep in touch with each other by holding Zoom
meetings.

Holderness Lions are sad to say they have lost one of
their Charter Members , Lion Blanche Hodgson, she was
called to Higher Lions Service after a short illness .
Lion Blanche was in her 90s but she rarely missed a
meeting, whether it be Club or Zone. She was our Club
Almoner and was always sympathetic to anyone with a
problem. She will be missed by all Holderness members
as well as others in our Zone.

Gifts were purchased by Club members, donations
received at the Giving Tree, there was a Toy collection
at St. George’s URC Church and the pupils of Lucy
Sage’s Dance Academy donated a large number of new
toys. This has enabled the Club to deliver, fully wrapped
over 50 parcels to children and families in the area.
Additionally, ‘treat bags’ have been given out to
members of Contact, Morpeth’s Mental Health Charity.

Our thoughts are with her family at this sad time.
Lion Dereck Owram MJF
Otley Lions Club
As our 40th anniversary year comes to
a close, Otley Lions are saddened to
lose our last surviving Charter Member,
Lion Derek Owram MJF.
Derek served as Club President for 1984-85 and
subsequently as 105C District Treasurer, retaining an
active interest in District affairs. Although he continued
working in our bookshop until this spring, his favourite
Lions activity was undoubtedly the hosting of two
Chelsea Pensioners who would be met from Leeds
station, driven to their hotel, taken on a day trip and
escorted to Otley’s Royal British Legion Remembrance
Concert.
An accountant by profession, Derek demonstrated
Lionistic values in his working life in the loyalty
and service given to his clients into his eighties.

Morpeth Lions Giving Tree (L-R) Lion President Peter
Crook, Lion Les Sage, Joy Offord, Lion Chris Offord
In excess of 50 food parcels have been made up and
distributed, Morrison’s Morpeth allowed a collection
outside their store and the Co-op at Loansdean are
providing foodstuffs on an ongoing basis for distribution
by the Lions throughout our area via trusted social care
organisations.

Otley Lions extend sincerest condolences to Derek’s
wife Valerie, family and friends.
Brighouse & District Lions Club
Congratulations to Lion Derek Ashton who was sent his
40 year service award and Lion Doug Cornell his 20 year
service award. We chose not to meet in November due
to the restrictions so District Governor was unable to join
us to present them but he posted them to Derek and
Doug.

Lion President Peter Crook said ‘In these difficult times,
I am astounded by the generosity of the public and our
local contacts. In addition, we could not do without the
support of our members’ partners and a host of helpers
from our Friends of Morpeth Lions Club. As President of
the Club and on behalf of our members ‘Merry
Christmas and all the very best for the coming year.’

Not having our November and December meetings We
will celebrate in 2021 when we can.

Lion Simon Pringle

Lion Pamela Lumb

Publicity Officer, Morpeth Lions Club

President, Brighouse & District Lions Club
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Dumfries lions Club

Because of your amazing generosity, we have been
able to meet the demand and feed hungry families who
are struggling. So, give yourself a round of applause
and say ‘well done me’!

The Dumfries Lions Club held their annual Christmas
Tree Sale recently which was well supported by their
regular and new customers resulting in a clear profit of
just over £4000.

Together, we met the need caused by Covid. Demand
leapt from feeding 119 people a week in February to
a peak of 549 people a week in April. This has
now reduced down to a feeding 200 people a week in
November which is good news.

The Club had Covid-19 restrictions in place including a
staffed Track and Trace point to protect their customers
and members and the precautions taken were
welcomed by the public.

Thanks to your support we’ve fed 10,677 of the most
desperate people in our city of Bradford in this national
crisis! This is amazing and it’s all down to generous,
kind hearted people like yourself who donate whatever
they can to the families in need who reach out to us”.

Club members having a break during the sale.
John MacColl of the Club said "The success of the
event enables the Club to make donations where a
need is identified and to meet requests for assistance
from individuals and organisations in our local area.

Commenting on the donation Club President Dalbir
Singh Kundi said, “the lions have a long standing to
feeding the homeless in Bradford and together with
Covid it was even more important that we were able to
help at this time”.
PDG Eric Wright
PRO, Bradford Central Lion Club CIO

Customer about to depart with their tree

Membership

The members enjoyed being involved in this popular
outdoor event which provided a great opportunity to
meet each other following months of Zoom meetings".

We welcome the following members into District 105N and into
Lions Clubs International

Lion John MacColl
Dumfries Lions Club

Bradford Central Lions Club
Lions Club helps feed 10,677 people

Lion Shaun O’Donnell

Doncaster Lions Club

Lion Anthony Considine
Lion Denice Heyworth
Lion Sonia Sharma

Haltemprice Lions Club
Haltemprice Lions Club
Haltemprice Lions Club

Lion Marilyn Bennett

As part of its ongoing programme to feed the needy in
the community, Bradford Central Lions Club CIO
stepped up by providing food parcels to the Bradford
Central Foodbank, in thanking the Lions the organisers
wrote: Continued in next column

District 105N MLCI Co-ordinator
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District Almoner

Lions Who Have Passed on to Higher Service
Sunderland Lions Club reported the passing to higher service of Lion Paul Jones on the morning of December 23rd..
Our thoughts are with all his family at this sad time.
DG Lion David Wilson
District 105N Almoner

Bridlington Lions Club

Ford Transit 135 T430 RWD Minibus
17 Seats – Date of registration 24/03/2012
Tax / MOT End March 2021
39,000 miles
Guide Price £7,000
More Info - Lion Ken 01262 606213 / Lion John 01262 679475
In order to publish the February edition on time please ensure your articles are with me no later than

Lion George W Morgan
District Newsletter Editor
gmorgan343@btinternet.com

10

