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District Governor 105N
Dear Fellow Lions, Lionesses and partners
I trust and hope that you are all managing to keep well in these difficult Pandemic times
with the Covid19 virus. I am sure when it first arrived on the scene at
the beginning of 2020 I like the majority of members thought that in a few
months’ life would be back to normal and if we cancelled our club meetings,
fundraising and service activities until the beginning of this Lionistic year we
would be able then to carry on as before. However, that definitely is not the
case and the virus is here for the duration and as members of our own clubs and Lions
Clubs International we now have to think of new ways of holding our meetings, raising our funds
and providing service to the communities where we reside and we serve.
I am regularly being asked can we meet face to face as a Lions Club during the Pandemic and to
this end our MD Health and Safety Officers are currently drawing up some guidelines for clubs and
their members, in the interim we have to remember every club is autonomous, every
club is different with regards to it membership numbers and the size and suitability of their current
meeting venue plus at all times we have to abide by the government legislation which is regularly
changing. To help you come to some decisions with regards to our activities our District Training
Officer Michelle Nicholson has arranged an on line Covid Training session for Wednesday 9th September and I
strongly encourage all clubs to have at least one member to register for that session with Michelle.
District Cabinet due to the current Pandemic made the decision when they met on the 9th August
(on line of course) that the District Convention for the Lionistic year 2020/2021 will be an on line
District Convention only and it will take place on Saturday 6th February, more details will follow in
the coming months. The format of the Multiple District Convention due to take place over the 1st
weekend in May will be decided upon by the Council of Governors at an extra ordinary meeting of
the Council on Sunday 6th September, so more news after that date.
I have to report that 3 Lions Clubs in our District formally closed on the 29th July 2020, Todmorden,
Hull Kingston and Leeds Skyrack however the good news is that 4 out of the 5 members in the Hull
Kingston Lions Club have joined neighbouring Lions Clubs and that Leeds Skyrack Lions Club has
amalgamated with the Leeds Lions Club to become the Leeds and Skyrack Lions Club with all
members transferring.
It has been very encouraging to see great numbers of Lions that have been attending the training
and orientation sessions that we have been putting on this year and we are greatly indebted to Lion
Michelle Nicholson very ably assisted by Zone Chairman Lion Ken Sutcliffe for putting on and for
facilitating these sessions, long may it continue.

I have been very pleased recently to attend my first Face to Face this year when I was invited to
attend a meeting of the Hornsea District Lions Club where we were all met socially distant and at
that meeting I had the honour and pleasure of presenting a Melvin Jones Fellowship to
Zone Chairman Lion Jenny Eldred and a 25 year pin to Lion Ken Thorpe both extremely hard
working Lions. If you would like myself or one of the two District Governors to attend one of your
Face to Face meetings (as long as it is within current legislation) please do not hesitate to contact
us and likewise if you would like us join your Zone or Club on line meetings please do not hesitate
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to contact us and the same applies if you would like one of our District Officers to join one of your meetings, there has
never been a better opportunity.
Please all do take care and if you need any assistance you only have to ask and we will find that help for you.
Remember “We Serve because We Care”
Lion David Wilson
District Governor 105N

District Governor’s Diary for September 2020
06 Sept 2020 Council of Governor’s on-line meeting

09 Sept 2020 Corvid 19 on-line training

07 Sept 2020 District Governor on-line meeting

17 Sept 2020 Filey Lions Club on-line meeting

Vice District Governor 105N

Fellow Lions, Lionesses, Leos and Partners
I’ve noticed that a few Clubs are having face to face meetings but within the guidelines as laid
down by the government. If your Club is planning to hold a face to face meetings please take
notice and adhere to them.
One of my projects for this year is to look at succession planning. I know there are
many questions that newer Lions would like to ask but fear that they may look a bit daft for
asking them. In my experience there is no such thing as a daft question. If you are thinking about a question you can
bet that someone else is thinking about it too.
To help our District progress and grow stronger we need ‘new’ blood. To help me to try and compile a list of FAQs on
the subject of “The road to be a DG or District Officer” please would you email me any questions that you may have. I
assure you that you will not be named.

Stay safe and keep smiling,
PDG Lion Nigel Ware
1st Vice District Governor.

Cost of Membership
When talking to Lions, I am regularly told that one of the key barriers to recruitment and retention is the
cost of membership of Lions Clubs International. Because we are a volunteer-lead organisation, our overheads are
extraordinarily low in comparison to the good we do around the world, but I do understand these concerns. I trust it is
a given that we all agree with the fundamental ethos of Lions that every penny raised from the public will go directly to
the specified cause. I also trust that we appreciate the benefits of being a constituent of a worldwide organisation. If
so, I believe it is a question of undertaking some lateral thinking.
Currently, the process is that the Treasurer, at the various levels – principally, Lions Clubs International,
Multiple District, District and Club – proposes a budget, which, when agreed, is then divided by the membership of
the relevant constituency to arrive at a per capita figure. To date, in most cases, at Club level, we then
ask our Members to put their hands in their pockets. This is where the lateral thinking comes in, because we need
to come up with alternative funding streams.

I made a start at addressing this in 2018/19 as District Governor of the old 105C but made little or no
headway. However, having discussed this with the other seven 2nd Vice District Governors from around the Multiple
District, we have decided that this is going to be our project, with a view to implementing something during the 2022/23
Fiscal Year, when we expect to be District Governors.
So, to the point of this article. I am a great believer in not reinventing the wheel and I am certain that many Clubs in
the District are already raising money in various innovative ways to reduce members subscriptions/donations. Also, I
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Also, I am equally certain that there are some good ideas amongst our members for appropriate fundraising projects,
which are yet to be implemented.
I am offering two prizes; one for the Club with the most innovative way of fundraising for their administration expenses
only, and one for the Club whose member comes up with the most innovative suggestion for such fundraising. Please
send you entries to me at:
clivebarwell@lionsclubs.co.uk,
the closing date is Sunday 04 October 2020. If you want to discuss your entry, please call me on 07770 404400.
PDG Lion Clive Barwell
District 105N Membership Lead

What?
When?

Corvid 19 Seminar

Wednesday 9th September at 7.30pm

Where?

Zoom online

Who should attend:
Any lion or lioness member who is involved in organising any kind of lions event, whether that be a
club meeting, a social event or a fundraising event
Any lion or lioness who will be working at / attending any future lions event
During the seminar we will be discussing :
The Facts:
What is Coronavirus and Covid-19
How is Covid-19 transmitted





Infection Prevention and Control Strategies
Why the changes in infection control precautions
Sources of information
Corvid-19 risk assessments

The practical implications for the future and the way we do things in our clubs
To register for this seminar please e-mail Lion Michelle Nicholson, District 105N Leadership Lead.

michelle@districtsecretariat.co.uk
The Face behind the Name
Fellow Lions, lionesses and Leos

I thought it would be nice if I were to introduce you to the various District Officer’s by showing what they look like and
giving you a short resume of their service to Lionismn. With this in mind I have asked our Newsletter Editor to start it
off and I will ask a different Lion on a regular basis.
Requests via the District Governor or Newsletter Editor
Lion David Wilson
District Governor 105N
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The Face behind the Name
George W Morgan

District Newsletter Editor

Lion George became a member of Lions Clubs International in April 1967 when he became a
Charter member of Pontefract Lions Club. In 1977 along with Lion Ernest Copley he formed
Pontefract Lioness Club, the first Lioness club in the British Isles and his wife Jeanne became
the first Lioness President. During his time with Pontefract Lions Club he served as President
ten times.
In 1989 when Pontefract Lions closed down he moved to Wakefield Lions Club in which he
held many positions including Club President and in1995 his Fellow Lions presented him with
a Melvyn Jones Fellowship A few years later he joined his present Club, Castleford
& Pontefract District Lions Club Where he has served as President, Secretary and
Treasurer.
In 1991 Lion George was invited to serve on Cabinet by PDG Ian Wood as District PR Officer, he was also
appointed onto the Multiple District PR Committee for the International Convention held in Birmingham in
1998. He served as Zone and Region Chairman, District 105C SightFirst 2 Officer and in 2005 -2006 he
served as District Governor. The following three years he served as Multiple District 105 Lioness Liaison
Officer.. Then in 2002 he became District Newsletter Editor and Club Treasurer, two positions he still holds today.
George and his wife Jeanne have been married Sixty Five years and along with their two daughters Lion
Michelle, Lioness Jeannette (both former Pontefract Leos) and late son in law Lion Keith Nicholson all five
of them have been presented with Melvyn Jones Fellowships and this year they celebrate their combined
service to Lions Clubs International and Multiple District 105 of 200 years, something the family are very
proud of.

Convention 2021
To all involved in convention, I am creating a page on 105N website for all convention related information.
There have been lots of emails bouncing about but to ensure current and relevant information is posted on the page.
I request you submit items directly to me at: info@doncasterlions.co.uk
Please let me have Rules, documents, procedures etc.

Convention 2021 is unique in the current situation and this page can be one stop information source
Lion Brian Ross MJF
District 105N Webmaster

District Almoner
Rachel
I have not been informed of
any lions or Lionesses who have
been taken ill recently or of anyone celebrating a special birthday.

Membership
We welcome the following members into District 105N and into
Lions Clubs International
Lion Anthony Johnson
Lion Ute Johnson
Lion Kevin Chalk
Lion Harry Blackham
Lion Kathryn Heylings
Lion Lee Pitcher
Lion John Brettelll

PDG Lion John Hall and his wife Joan are celebrating their Diamond Wedding on the 10th of September
and not August as I reported last month ( my apologies).

Allendale Lions Club
Allendale Lions Club
Bramley & Wickersley Lions Club
Bramley & Wickersley Lions Club
Brighouse & District Lions Club
Doncaster Lions Club
Elmet Lions Club

Lions Who Have Passed on to Higher Service
It is with great sadness I report the passing on to higher service of
Lion Amin Dada of Bradford Central Lions Club.
Our thoughts are with his wife and family at this sad time.

Lion Marilyn Bennett

DG Lion David Wilson

District 105N MLCI Co-ordinator

District 105N Almoner
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We want to thank you all for your outstanding work
over the years since inception in 2006. Minster
Lions have packed and sent over 153,000
books over the period

Easingwold District Lions
We purchased a Centrifuge machine for Stillington
Doctors Surgery which will they say “It ‘spins’ bloods
which enables them to be kept overnight at the Surgery
and collected the next day. This would enable us to offer
blood taking appointments in the afternoon which would
be very useful, particularly in allowing us to catch up with
the routine reviews which are on hold due to the current
Covid situation.”

The project has been an incredible success story and
was started by PDG Lion George Bennett, who is sadly
deceased, following a visit to Sri Lanka to witness the
recovery work after the tsunami and noticing that there
were no readable books within the schools as they had
been destroyed in the floods.
The Lions Clubs in Sri Lanka have been overjoyed and
extremely thankful for the books received which have
been distributed to Lions Clubs throughout the country.
The books were sent to libraries and schools throughout
the flood hit region and then to the areas in the North
East which were trying to recover following being
ravaged by civil war.
Lion Robert James
President Minster Lions Club of York

Morpeth Lions Club
We gave them a grant of £530 to purchase an ex
demonstration model and they are delighted with our
help.

For over twenty years, a regular feature of the Lions
Club of Morpeth meetings has been the finale when ‘The
Wooden Spoon’ is presented to a member. This has
usually been awarded due to a member committing a
minor misdemeanour during the meeting. As such, the
award is generally greeted with hilarity and becomes a
badge of honour for the recipient.

Lion Di Watkins

President Easingwold District Lions Club

Minster Lions Club of York

The Wooden Spoon is, however, not the type generally
found in the kitchen, but rather a king of wooden spoons
being over five feet in length. This recently came to be
an advantage when there was a change in Lion
Presidents.

Library in a Box- The End
The Library in a Box Project administered by Minster
Lions Club of York has unfortunately had to close due
to the Covid 19 pandemic. Second hand children’s
books, games and toys have now been banned from
handling and shipment by Customs Authorities
throughout the world, meaning that currently we are
unable to despatch children’s books to Sri Lanka.

Lions Clubs throughout the 105N District have been
magnificent in collecting and packing books for us. Many
Lions Clubs have donated children’s books over the last
fourteen years. We have received huge quantities from
some clubs in the district and smaller from both schools
and Lions clubs elsewhere. There are too many to
mention, however, all should be complemented for
donating books over the period.

A Distant Handover
Past President Les Brindley to President Peter Crook

One person who has been instrumental in helping
Minster Lions with this project, is PDG Lion John Hall
MJF who has provided us with great support and we
want to sincerely thank him for all his efforts over the
years.
Continued in next column

In these socially distanced times it came to the aid of
Past President Les Brindley. Instead of approaching
incoming President Peter Crook and placing the Chain of

Continued
overleaf
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Thorne Rural Lions Club

Office around his neck, he complied with Government
directives and slid the chain down the Spoon. On
reaching Peter it was simply a case of Peter taking
possession. President’s handover and social distancing
both achieved.

Among the limited things we Thorne Rural Lions
members have been busy doing is delivering 205 Fruit
Hampers & activity packs out to some of the most
venerable in our community during this lock down
period for them all.

Lion President Peter is no stranger to this office; having
been President from 1992-93 and 2003-04. A retired
banker he is married to Janice. The Club can hope to
resume normal meetings in Morpeth Conservative Club
before too long. Members can be assured of plenty of
fun during his term of office.
Past President Les has had a much interrupted year;
partly due to the Coronavirus truncating Lions
fundraising and other events. In March, however, he
was able to oversee the annual LionSwim which he has
organised for many years.
This year it was decided that the teams entering the
Swim would receive all their sponsorship money as
those organisations participating would, themselves,
be limited in what they could fundraise .
The LionSwim would normally raise over £3000 for Lions
and Organisations; however earlier efforts enabled an
actual sum of over £13000 to be raised and distributed
to many local causes.
In September 2019 a very successful Book sale
over 3 days took place and it is hoped this might be
repeated later this year. In December, the Giving for
Christmas tree enabled new toys and other gifts to be
distributed to local children and families who might
otherwise receive little.
March saw the first Lions recycling stall at the monthly
local Farmers Market. Whilst the virus disrupted this,
there will be stall on August 1st and monthly thereafter
when the public can donate used ink cartridges, school
uniforms, spectacles, hearing aids, postage stamps and
books. These will all be distributed to local charities
for recycling or fundraising.

Lion Barry Goforth
Secretary Thorne Rural Lions Club

Lions Clubs merge in District 105N, Zone N
Earlier in the year, Leeds Lions Club entered discussions with
its daughter Club, Leeds Skyrack Lions Club, about a
possible merger. That process has now been completed
and we recently received confirmation from Lions Clubs
International that the merger had been approved and
was effective from 3rd August 2020.

Past President Les said ‘As ever, the people of Morpeth
have shown their generosity towards people in need. I
have been honoured to lead the Club into new and
familiar events.
I am grateful to the public, my fellow Lions, their
partners and all the organisations that support our
Club in its activities.

The new name for the Club is Leeds & Skyrack Lions
Club. Meetings will be held on the 2 nd and 4 th
Thursdays in the month at 7.30pm. The Club will continue to meet at the New Headingley Club , 56 St
Michaels Road, Leeds LS6 3BG, when it re-opens.

My best wishes and support go to Peter in the hope that
before too long it will be Lions business as usual.”
Lion Simon Pringle

Peter Sandeman
President, Leeds & Skyrack Lions Club

Publicity Officer Morpeth Lions Club
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Elmet Lions Club
Covid19 – Zoom – Rewards
Elmet Lions have been active during the summer months even though our meetings have had to be via
Zoom! Embracing technology hasn’t always been easy, however we have continued to meet and discuss what we
could do during Covid19. As have many Lions Clubs, summer events had to be postponed – so our annual Race Night
and our stalls at the local Craft Fair and Gala – were moth-balled until next year.
In an effort to keep our profile high, we undertook to deliver boxes of sweets to key workers in the area to say a big
‘thank you’. We posted pictures on our Facebook page (the one with the lion’s head’) and also the local press.
We also asked the community who had gone over and above the requirements and rewarded them with afternoon tea
provided by two of our local tea rooms. The community came up trumps and we had afternoon tea being delivered to
10 villagers who had ‘gone the extra mile.

Church Fenton Community Shop

The Local Police

Jacksons the Butcher

We are currently planning our Annual Pub Quiz (Covid19 allowing) and also our Santa Sleigh. We are considering the
risk assessments necessary and Santa may have to be in a ‘Santa Mobile’ shielded from the children, however we
have collectors who are keen to keep the tradition going (socially distanced and with Santa masks of course!) so watch
this space!
We’ve just also gone back to face to face meetings – August saw us meeting at a local restaurant – socially distanced
and masked of course – we even inducted a new member – seen here with President Paul
.

Our First Face to Face Meeting

Lion President Paul Welcomes our New Member

Lion Margaret Hartley
Elmet Lions Club
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Obituaries

Keighley Lions Club
After last month’s good news, we now have some
rather less than good news...Our president. Lion
Gordon Stow, has decided to resign his position due
to ongoing health problems. He will remain a Lion, but
will step back a little for the time being, but as an
accomplished conjuror and magician we are confident
that he will not disappear! This brings our immediate
past president, Lion Hazel Jiggins, back as president
until the next election. Being still in lockdown, we meet
via ‘zoom’, although it means that those of our
members not on line, or with the right gear, cannot
take part, and with lockdown cannot share with friends
or other nearby members.

We remember those Lions,
Lionesses and their partners of District N
who have passed on to higher service
Lion Amin Dada MJF
Bradford Central Lions Club CIO
A light went out on Saturday 1st August
2020 with the unexpected sudden
death of Lion Amin Dada
Members of Bradford Central Lions Club CIO were
shocked and saddened by the sudden news and the
loss of a great Lion, a good friend and a tireless worker.

At our last social ‘zoom meeting’ we had a virtual visit
by the leader of the Keighley ‘People First’ Charity who
told us about the work they do amongst the disabled
and less fortunate of our local society, giving us much
food for thought towards our future activities and
cooperation. One other project definitely planned is a
tree planting session, but again have to wait for further
information with spades poised. We do also have a
couple of boxes filled with used spectacles ready for
posting..., but even that is on hold until further notice.
Our next meeting, unless the situation changes and the
weather is kind, will be an outdoor session during the
afternoon...could be a picnic (bring your own
cup’n saucer and a bun).

Born in Masindi, Uganda in 1956. The family moved to
the UK in 1972, they lived in Bolton for 9 years and in
1981 he moved to London with his family where he was
a very successful businessman, a very professional MC/
host and a very successful fund raiser.
Lion Amin was a lifelong dedicated Lion of more than 40
years, and served as a member of Golders Green,
Swiss Cottage, and Edgeware Lions Clubs. later he
helped to create the Lions Club of London Belmont in
2007 and was elected Charter President
Later Amin and his family moved to Bradford for family
reasons, and it was there that in 2013 he formed
Bradford Central Lions Club -CIO and was elected
Charter President. With his drive and passion, the club
successfully grew and today it is much respected in the
community. The food bank which he set up is run
in conjunction with “Bradford Save the Mothers
Trust” (SMA) is a lifeline to many families.

Lion Harry Ambler
PR and Marketing Officer
Wetherby District Lions Club
Wetherby Lions joined forces with supermarket giant
Morrison’s to celebrate Yorkshire Day in the form of a
10-question quiz for shoppers at the town-centre
store. And with a giant hamper up for grabs as first
prize there was no shortage of aisle-browsers coming
up with the answers to the Yorkshire-themed posers.

Lions was always a large part of Amin, but he never forgot that
help was also needed elsewhere in the world and it
was outside of Lions that he set up and helped fund
the “Water Assist Appeal”, with the aim to provide fresh
water by providing water wells and bore holes in
Tanzania, India and Kenya.

To date this project has been very successful and
assisted by his family and friends it has successfully
provided 27 boreholes and water wells and is ongoing.
More recently he raised funds to send food parcel to
Morocco during the month of Ramadan for the refugees
and the homeless
.

Amin was a brother to six sisters, and he leaves behind
his wife Fahmida, two children and five grandchildren.
R.I.P Mohamed Amin Dada
Fronted by Lion President Tim Ritson and Morrison's'
Community Champion Mark Hopkins, see photo, the
quiz certainly brought a fun element in these troubled

PDG Eric Wright MJF
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times. Said Tim: “Mark and I wore the traditional
Yorkshire flat cap, though we thought it best to leave
our whippets back home. We dropped our masks for the
photos, with some wags commenting that we looked
better with them on! The whole idea was to bring a
little sense of community to a town which, like everywhere else,
has been turned upside down by the pandemic. The shoppers
relished that opportunity, with some easy questions and
others that were fiendish. Let’s hope life will return to
normal sooner rather than later.”

followers on Facebook with puzzles, quizzes and other
thought provoking games. At an early stage in March, a
Picture Competition for 9 to 13 year olds was announced
and it was Heidi who was declared the winner. The prize
was an arts voucher from Morpeth business Lateral Art.
Due, however, for the need for social distancing and the
fact that Lateral Art was obliged to close its doors until
early July – there was no opportunity to present the
prize.
This, however, has now been rectified with Morpeth Lion
President Peter Crook meeting up with Heidi. Peter said
‘In these trying times the Lions Club of Morpeth
has attempted to keep its friends and followers
occupied in a light hearted way. I am delighted to
present Heidi with her prize and am sure she will put it
to good use. I am also grateful that she has been patient
with us.

Winner’s of the Yorkshire Day Hampers
The prize, 2 Yorkshire Day hamper - hampers stuffed
full of Yorkshire goodies were the prizes in ‘The Great
Yorkshire Quiz’ organised by Morrison’s Community
Champion and Wetherby District Lions Club (CIO)
to celebrate ‘Yorkshire Day’.
Mark Hopkins, Morrison’s Community Champion, said
“Over 200 entries were distributed in the store and
around the town. Thanks to the support of Wetherby Lion
members, the quiz was a ‘roaring’ success!”

Morpeth Lions President with Heidi’s picture and Heidi
with her prize.
Lion Simon Pringle
Publicity Officer Morpeth Lions Club

Book Sale Preparations
For the past few months, fundraising by the Lions Club of
Morpeth has been on hold. This has been due to the
changing circumstances for the public in connection with
the Coronavirus pandemic.

The two lucky winners – Connal Kelly and Leah
Robinson (Boots representative) are shown in the photo
with the hampers presented by Wetherby Town Mayor,
Neil O’Byrne and Morrison’s Store Manager, Paul Saville.

Last September saw the Lions undertake a very
successful Book Sale. Lion Les Sage was the main
organiser and in normal times organising a sale this year
would be straightforward.

Lion John Wardley
Wetherby District Lions Club Webmaster

Morpeth Lions Club
They say that patience is a virtue which makes young
Heidi Wilkinson extremely virtuous.

Not to be defeated, he and fellow Lion Trustees have
come up with a hopefully Covid proof plan. The intention
is to hold the Book Sale again for 3 days, weather
permitting – starting on Friday, September 25 at
Morpeth Town Square.

Since the Coronavirus ‘lockdown’ Morpeth Lion Dave
Wheeler and friends have been trying to entertain

The stalls will facilitate a one-way system, there will be
hand gel available at the entrance and on stalls and

Picture Competition

th

Continued in next column

Continues overleaf

9

Social distancing will be monitored. Further precautions may also be implemented.
Les Sage, who is also the Club’s Vice President said ‘Ever since last year’s Book Sale I have been asked ‘When is the
next one?’. It was felt by Club members that we should try to bring a degree of normality back to our
fundraising activities. In the coming months it is likely that our assistance will be called upon in a number of ways.
We therefore hope that by holding the Book Sale we can demonstrate that life goes on. At the same time we wish to
ensure that our generous supporters will feel entirely safe.’

Preparing the books in accordance with Corvid –19 regulations ready for the book sale
Lion Simon Pringle
Publicity Officer Morpeth Lions Club

If there are any clubs that have dealings with a Homeless Organisation?
Warmsworth & Edlington Lions club has access to Single Blankets, and Curtains. These
are all X Hospital, and have all been laundered and packed prior Covid, and are all Fire
Proof. I have already distributed a large amount in South, West and East Yorkshire to
organisations that deal with the homeless. I still have a large number available of both
curtain and blankets.

Please note that these are NOT FOR RE-SALE.
If any club would like these, they would need to collect from Doncaster.
Contact Lion Tom Kelly on 07931 950 749.
E-mail: tomkelly2944@gmail.com
In order to publish the October edition on time please ensure your articles are with me no later than

Lion George W Morgan
District Newsletter Editor
gmorgan343@btinternet.com
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